
Valentine’s Day is one 
of those days that 

some people would rather 
see dropped from their 
calendars forever. And 
when I say “some people,” 
obviously, I mean singles 
— the ones that, for one 
reason or another, don’t 
have a date. 

Feb. 14 is just two 
weeks off and for the 
romantic ones among 
us, it can be the best 
or the worst day of 
the year, depending on 
whether you have a sig-
nificant other by your 
side… or just a tub of ice 
cream.

Let’s be honest. Who 
hasn’t felt a bit like Bridget 
Jones at least once in their 
life on Valentine’s Day? I 
can relate to Bridget most 
of the time and when Feb. 
14 comes around, I’m pret-
ty sure that Helen Fielding 
wrote her best-seller based 
on my life.  

Being single on Feb. 

14 can be depressing and 
lonely, but what can you do 
about it? Unless your crush 

wakes up that morn-
ing and suddenly 

notices you, or 
the 
Ma-
yans 
got 
their 

cal-
endar 

wrong 
and the end 
of the world 
comes on 
Feb. 13, it’s 
unlikely that 
you’re go-
ing to find 
Valentine’s 
Day a satis-
factory ex-
perience. 

So I will 
be spend-

ing Valentine’s on my own. 
And while the Bridget in 
me might prefer to spend 
the evening at home watch-
ing television and singing 
“All By Myself” (who 
doesn’t remember that 
scene?), my inner indepen-
dent woman is striving to 
come out and plan a nice 
night out with the people 
who will never break up 
with me — and are prob-
ably more reliable than 
any boyfriend ever will be 
anyway.

Obviously, I’m talking 
about my girlfriends. 

So if a date isn’t in the 
offing for two weeks from 
tomorrow, then why not 
enjoy the day with your 
friends?

After all, Valentine’s Day 
is all about love, and we 
love our friends.

Have fun and think about 
the positive side of being 
single. This day comes 
once a year; let’s spend it 
in the best way possible. 

Erika Marucci

As John Paul Young 
sings, “Love is in the 

air….”  At least it is over the 
next couple of weeks, in the 
run-up to Valentine’s Day.

As Feb. 14 approaches, 
there is the usual buzz 
around town, with shops 
putting up red and pink dis-
plays and restaurants featur-
ing specials for lovebirds. 

I have never celebrated 
Valentine’s Day. Not be-
cause I didn’t want to, but 
because there was no one to 
celebrate it with.

I have occasionally won-
dered why we can’t use the 
occasion to show our love 
for the people around us 
generally. But, for the most 
part, I find myself on the 
side of those who want to 
celebrate Feb. 14.

No, I don’t buy into the 
argument that ‘couples 
should just love each other 
every day without having a 
commercial holiday dedi-
cated to showing that love.’ 
I think those well-meaning 
people have got it wrong. 
(Or maybe they just want to 
get away without having to 
buy a gift for their partner or 

spouse at this time of year.) 
The beauty of St. Val-

entine’s Day is to remind 
people that they can go that 
extra mile for their signifi-
cant other. I’m not necessar-
ily talking about 
fancy gifts, 
chocolates, or 
rose petals 
on the 
floor. (If 
you are 
a guy, 
howev-
er, I rec-
ommend 
that you 
do some 
of those 
things.)
What 
I am 
talk-
ing 
about is 
the most im-
portant aspect of 
Valentine’s Day: 
that we appreciate 
and celebrate 

romance. 
After all, no one will turn 

down a little bit of gentle-
ness and romance… even 
if it’s cheesey, even if it’s 
before or after Feb. 14. 

And even if you’re single, 
you can always use this 
time of year as an excuse to 
send an anonymous valen-
tine to your crush.

So in this spirit, I offer 
the following reminders: 
There’s a “Valentine Card 
Making Family Workshop” 
this Sunday, Feb. 3 and a 
“Valentine Candy Making 
Family Workshop” the fol-
lowing Sunday at the city’s 
Todmorden Mills Heritage 
Site at 67 Pottery Rd.

And if you can’t wait 
that long, there’s a “Valen-
tine’s Shopping Spree” for 
romantics looking for that 
special gift tomorrow (Feb. 
2) at Leaside Presbyterian 
Church, 670 Eglinton Ave. 
E.

I may even go. Because 
while it’s true that I haven’t 
really celebrated Valentine’s 
Day in the past, this year, 
for the first time, I’ll be an 
active celebrant.
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Plan to Wynne
Valentine’s day: two Views

Jack layton gets his way

~ Bernard Toney

The party’s over — and now Kathleen Wynne is preparing to take on her new role: 
premier of the province of Ontario.

Many in Don Valley West and the rest of East York must have felt a surge of 
pride when one of the community’s “favourite daughters” won the Ontario Liberal 
leadership convention last weekend. 

Wynne is the first woman to be premier, but she is also openly gay. So aside from 
her new political clout, she’ll now have an impact as a role model for both women and 
the LGBTQ community. 

But let’s not forget that as she takes her place as Ontario’s new premier, she has 
many challenges ahead of her — like trying to reduce the province’s $11.9-billion 
deficit. Wynne has high hopes of writing off the deficit by 2017-’18, but just how is 
she going to do that? That’s a lot of money. 

We hope that Wynne can drive Ontario out of the ditch that former Premier Dalton 
McGuinty left us in. But to do that, she’s also going to have to mend some fences.

“We are one government,” she has said. “We are one team.” But her own caucus is 
divided. The opposition Conservatives and the New Democrats have been leading the 
Liberals in the polls. They need to work together all right, or the promise of the Wynne 
era may turn out to be very fleeting thing indeed.

Wynne also has to deal with the province’s public school teachers and their ongoing 
resentment over Bill 115, the austere contract imposed on them. Our hope is that, 
under Wynne, the province and teachers can move forward and go back to working 
with students by, for instance, reinstating extracurriculars. As a former school trustee, 
her experience will be tested with educators who are usually loyal party supporters — 
but at the moment, who are angry and alienated. 

As for the infrastructure of the GTA that she can now help bolster, the area that 
we’re hoping she’ll tackle first is transportation. Public transit, especially, requires 
attention. And it’s time to fix up deteriorating roadways. Published reports hint that 
she’s ready to impose road tolls or other revenue generators to make the city more 
practical to get across. Let’s just hope that it doesn’t cost us taxpayers and motorists 
and straphangers too much.

Kathleen Wynne hopes to make a change in Ontario

Local road to bear name of former NDP leader

~ Thomas Ma

Radina Vencheva

All you need is love...

...or a tub of ice creamThe spirit of a much-loved leader will soon take its place nearby.
The late NDP Leader, Jack Layton, who died of cancer in 2011, is expected to be 

honoured by the naming of a neighbourhood street, to be called Jack Layton Way. It 
will be at the site of the new Bridgepoint Hospital, near East York’s southwest corner. 
Toronto city council is expected to approve the designation sometime later this month.

It’s a fitting development, because Layton was a great supporter and hardworking 
advocate on behalf of his Toronto-Danforth constituency, despite the simultaneous, 
onerous demands of his federal party leadership. 

The tribute has already received an important local stamp of approval. On Jan. 22, 
Toronto-East York Community Council approved the motion — to rename half of the 
Don Jail Roadway that runs between St. Matthews Road to Broadview Avenue, on 
the campus of the hospital that’s under construction next to the Don Valley Parkway. 
Final approval is expected at full city council on Feb. 20.

Layton’s widow, Olivia Chow, issued a statement in connection with the designa-
tion in which she talked about her husband’s commitment to his riding of Toronto-
Danforth.

“Ward 30 is home to a diverse array of populations and activities, encompassing 
neighbourhoods such as East Chinatown, India Bazaar and the film district,” said 
Chow, a New Democrat MP — and potential candidate for the Toronto mayoralty. 
“Jack had deep ties to this community, having proudly served Ward 30 as a city coun-
cillor and later as a member of Parliament.”

Having Layton specifically commemorated in the riding he loved is a wonderful 
idea. And it’s all the more fitting, considering that this particular hospital, Bridgepoint 
Health (the old Riverdale Hospital), is one that specializes in treatment of chronic 
disease and rehabilitation — and one that Layton worked with closely to expand and 
redevelop. Bridgepoint even issued a statement after Layton’s death, in which they 
praised his efforts, noting how he “marshaled community support to keep the doors 
open and help develop plans to build a state-of-the-art facility.” 

Naming this street after this leader is one appropriate form of recognition for his 
significant contributions to both his riding and the country. He shaped our vision for 
compassion, integrity and dedication to each other. 

With the construction of Bridgepoint Hospital and the city council vote in less than 
three weeks to include a specific tribute to the late NDP leader, we are creating a last-
ing tribute to the man and his message of “let us be loving, hopeful and optimistic. 
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